The Splendor of St. Paul’s Cathedral ZE{6X%pk: X35 KH%

If you're visiting London, the famed St. Paul’s Cathedral is a landmark you must see. England’s leading

church was built in 604 to honor St. Paul, an apostle who played a major role in spreading the message of
Christianity. Over the years, the cathedral has become a national symbol of strength and the ability to
overcome adversity — and for good reason. In 942, the Vikings burnt it to the ground. It was rebuilt, but

then it was damaged once again during the Great Fire of London of 1666. Afterward, architect Sir

Christopher Wren spent 35 years rebuilding it, with the intention of making it as awe-inspiring as any royal

palace in England. And, true to his word, when construction was completed in 1710, it was more glorious

than ever.
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The majority attraction for the two million tourists that flock to St. Paul’s annually is its iconic dome. In total,
the massive structure weighs 64,000 tons and is composed of three smaller domes: an inner dome, an
outer dome, and a brick cone. From the floor, tourists can observe classic murals, painted by Sir James_
Thornhill, which depict key events in the life of St. Paul. Next, they can climb the 528 steps to the Golden
Gallery. In addition to magnificent sculptures and paintings, visitors will also be treated to incomparable

panoramic views of the city.
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Besides being a tourist attraction, St. Paul’s Cathedral hosts several important religious ceremonies

throughout the year. In fact, recently, a £ 40 million project was launched to restore the cathedral to

pristine condition to celebrate its 300th anniversary.
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— by Jamie Blackler
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apostle [s " pas!] n. CEEHH) ik + A1z —
Christianity [ kristft * esenet1] n. L& #

adversity [od ~ vasetr] n. ¥1E; JEiz

glorious [~ glortes] adj. LWL, HRRA

dome [dom] n. [&JZTi

compose [kam " poz]v. 4K, [ (+of) ]
mural [ > mjurel] n. E¥mj; EEif

depict [d1 * pikt] v. #iik; 5

maghnificent [maeg ~ nifesent] adj. NI, ZEHEH
incomparable [1n ~ kampareb!] adj. J& T VL EL [
panoramic [ paene * reemik] adj. 451
ceremony [ sera moni] n. Xz, #AL
pristine [ * pristin] adj. ##H; ST

Idiom

for good reason: 7/ #HH; % = because of something obviously true

burn it to the ground: 4455 If you say that a town or building is burnt to the ground or is razed to the
ground, you are emphasizing that it has been completely destroyed by fire.



